EXAMPLE TESTIMONY

   Proponent Testimony – Bob Buckeye, Buckeye Town, Ohio
 (Written testimony provided) 

Thank you Chairman Wagoner, Vice Chairman Letson and members of The National Statuary Collection Study Committee. I appreciate the opportunity to come before you today to discuss my support for Brutus Buckeye. As a native Ohioan, I believe that Brutus would be the best symbol to represent our state in our nation’s capital.
Brutus Buckeye is the hero of Ohio. Since 1965 Brutus has proudly represented the Ohio buckeye nut. Brutus’ name was selected based on a contest in which Ohio State students wrote in with suggestions. What began as a simple yet unique mascot for the nation’s largest university resulted in Brutus Buckeye becoming a symbol of Ohio’s enduring spirit and poise.  Brutus has been updated several times to present. As The Ohio State University mascot, Brutus is one of the most recognizable and visible symbols in the world.

Brutus is not only a symbol for the university, but also a representation of the great fighting character of Ohio. He is the epitome of Ohio’s hard work, ability and drive to be the best. As a proud Columbus, OH resident, Brutus has been welcomed at many university, philanthropic and statewide events. Brutus is often at the forefront of press and media coverage (please see attached article).
Of course, his greatest legacy was his induction into the National Mascot Hall of Fame in 2007. Honored by performers, sports executives and other individuals, Brutus has come to represent the Ohioan’s enthusiasm and has united diverse groups of people. He would be an excellent symbol of Ohio determination, stoicism and an embodiment of the spirit of our great state.

Thank you for allowing for me to share my support for Brutus Buckeye with you today. I will answer any questions that committee may have.
